ANNOUNCING
A Community Meeting to Envision the Next Decade: 

 Centers for Ocean Sciences Education Excellence (COSEE)
Save the Date! November 3-4, 2010

Location: Ronald Reagan Building, Washington, DC

What is COSEE? COSEE is a national network of distributed centers that integrates ocean sciences research and education (www.cosee.net). As its tenth year of funding approaches, the National Science Foundation (NSF) will assess the Network’s progress and future funding potential in an upcoming Decadal Review process.

What is the goal of the Community Meeting? An important component of the review process is for the broad ocean sciences research and education community to formulate a decade-long strategic vision for the National COSEE Network or a follow-on program.     Community input is being sought to determine priorities and how this program can best support and catalyze other ocean science education efforts at all levels, if continued NSF funding is provided.
Who should consider attending?  NSF encourages a broad range of participants, especially individuals who are not currently involved in the National COSEE Network. A variety of disciplinary expertise is sought, including members of the learning science and ocean science research communities, cyberlearning/cyberinfrastructure experts, ocean science educators, and education/outreach specialists at major NSF-funded facilities.  Representatives of relevant professional societies and those with experience developing, analyzing, or managing national or regional networks are encouraged to attend.

What is the format of the meeting? It will include plenary presentations and poster sessions to communicate COSEE accomplishments and opportunities, as well as directed breakout sessions to discuss and frame the components of a future vision for COSEE or a follow-on program.  All attendees will be encouraged to participate fully in discussions and formulating recommendations. 
What questions will be addressed regarding the future of COSEE or a follow-on program? 
· What should be the goals for the next decade?

· What communities and disciplinary interests need to be engaged to meet these goals?  
· What are the most promising initiatives that could be developed internally or in partnership with others to encourage broader participation in ocean sciences research, education, and outreach activities across all population groups? 
· How should this program be structured?  Is the center-based format most effective to address the goals and priorities?  What level of national coordination is most effective?
· What is the optimal position for this program in the landscape of ocean sciences education/outreach, and more broadly, what role can it play in fostering an improved public understanding of science?  
The Community Meeting represents a critical step for furthering COSEE’s efforts to create robust and enduring links between the ocean sciences research community and the education/outreach communities for the purpose of developing innovative, high-visibility Broader Impact efforts. To ensure broad community representation and full consideration of emerging opportunities and new directions, the meeting’s Steering Committee invites participants both internal and external to the National COSEE Network to submit applications to attend the meeting. Due to limited space and resources, approximately 65 participants in the Community Meeting will be selected from the applicant pool to ensure a balance between members of the COSEE community and those not affiliated with COSEE.  

Those not attending, but interested in providing their input into the program’s future vision, are encouraged to submit a two-page Vision Paper.  The Vision Papers may be contributed by email and will be made available to all participants prior to the meeting. These papers will help shape the meeting agenda and will be used in writing a strategic planning document that will constitute the outcome of the Community Meeting.  The call for Vision Papers can be found at: http://www.cosee.net/about/vision/.

An online application for the meeting will be posted in mid-late July.  Please email cosee@gso.uri.edu if you would like to be notified when the application is available online. Participants not affiliated with COSEE will be provided with transportation, lodging and meals.  Additional information on meeting logistics will be available on the application.
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